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Refurbish A French Country Retreat 
Classic meets contemporary with a twist of cool 

WORDS: Refurb Sturio Design         PHOTOS: Refurb Studio Design

Leading interior designers, Studio Duggan, have completed 

the refurbishment of a stunning 5-bedroom French country 

house in joucas, Provence. 

London based Liz and Duncan Brown bought this property a 

few years back and called upon Studio Duggan to work their 

creative wand and turn it into their dream family’s holiday 

retreat. This stunning property (approx. 370 m2), located 

in South-Eastern France in the small hilltop arty village of 

joucas, evokes a fresh, contemporary style. 

The house itself stood out after a long search as it offered 

Liz and Duncan fantastic views over the Luberon valley and 

a great space internally with huge potential for creating 

their ideal family holiday home. Previously 3 gites which 

were unconnected internally, there was an opportunity to 

rejig the layout creating a better flow through the property 

and connecting the living area to the outdoors and its 

beautiful views. 

Studio Duggan worked closely with Liz and Duncan on this 

creative journey to ensure their inherent aesthetic desire 

gained expression throughout the house. With light and 

airy spacious rooms along with the founding colours of cool 

whites and neutrals mixed with pops of colour and texture 

brings a family twist on Ibiza cool interiors.

STUDIO DUGGAn IS A LEADInG DESIGn STUDIO CREATInG 

DISTInCTIvE AnD WELL COnSIDERED InTERIORS FOR HIGH-

EnD RESIDEnTIAL AnD BOUTIQUE COMMERCIAL PROjECTS.
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Key features include stone floors running throughout the 

house, high-pitched ceilings adorning the main reception 

rooms, silver/grey stained sandblasted woodwork 

throughout and vast minimalist sliding glass doors opening 

onto the garden and pool. 

The spacious and airy reception is dressed with a round 

pedestal zinc top table and a Moooi “Heracleum” pendant 

light in copper finish hangs above. A large, original French 

country fireplace remains the focal point of the open plan 

living space, surrounded by two large three seater sofas 

playfully dressed with bright knife edge cushions to add a 

pop of colour. 

A vintage chest from Portobello Road with contemporary 

white lacquered Queen Anne Mirror and an x-shaped 

console with oversized pillar box red lamps by julian 

Chichester add colour and texture to the living space. 

Each bedroom has an airy, fresh toned colour scheme with 

floor to ceiling floating voile linen curtains. 

http://www.studioduggan.com
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The master bedroom features the bed 

placed in the middle of the room with a 

built in headboard in wide tongue and 

groove sandblasted timber, creating a 

dressing space behind the bed. 

A gite/annex has been transformed 

into a comfortable Tv & games room. 

Dressed with lounge sofas, oversized 

cushions and two large bespoke Berber 

rugs, the games rooms is perfect for 

relaxing and watching films or playing 

table tennis. 

The lounge effect continues onto 

the outside poolside dining area 

with Ethimo lounge seating, Alice in 

Wonderland peacock chairs and a 

hanging tent in the trees. “Our approach 

when creating the perfect holiday 

escape for the Brown family meant 

re-evaluating the usual priorities of the 

space. The villa needed to be playful, 

fun and invigorating; but also be able to 

offer restfulness in equal measure. The 

result is a space that is both serene and 

rejuvenating, perfectly at home in the 

magical setting of joucas. 

The team were delighted to work on 

such a wonderful and exciting project.” 

says Tiffany Duggan, Design Director at 

Studio Duggan.

Studio Duggan’s eclectic design, the 

mixing of furniture, textures and colours 

alongside more contemporary pieces, 

is very prevalent throughout the house. 

The final result is ideal for Liz and 

Duncan and their two girls. The house 

benefits from a huge open plan living 

area, which connects to the outside 

terrasses and is perfect for entertaining. 

The bedrooms are located at either 

end of the house, which means two 

or three families can stay without 

feeling overcrowded. It’s completely the 

opposite from, and the perfect antidote 

to, their London home.

www.studioduggan.com

http://www.studioduggan.com

