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li v ing room
‘I went for a really sludgy khaki 
paint in here,’ says Tiffany. ‘It’s very 
warm and enveloping and it’s not 
too light, so there’s a nice transition 
from the dark hall to here.’ The 
re-upholstered Chesterfield is one 
of the few pieces she brought  
from her previous home. 
Get the look The Chesterfield  
is covered in Amazonie velvet in 
Faune by Créations Métaphores. 
The walls and ceiling are painted  
in Cobble matt emulsion by Fired 
Earth. These are Toulouse side 
tables by Julian Chichester. The 
Shaggy Palm lamps are available  
at Abigail Ahern. The vintage 
armchair is upholstered in Milas 
embroidered linen by Vaughan. 
This is the Phoebe drinks trolley, 
opposite, from Swoon Editions.

Home profile  
The owners Tiffany Duggan,  
an interior designer and director 
of studio Duggan, her husband 
James, who works in executive 
search, and their sons Finlay,  
five, and Jefferson, two. Cats 
rocco and Lola and rescue dog 
Tanya also live here.
The properTy A three-storey 
edwardian terrace in northwest 
London. on the ground floor is an 
entrance hall, double reception 
room (including a study area), 
kitchen-diner and wC. The first 
floor houses the master suite and 
a guest bedroom and bathroom. 
on the top floor is the boys’ 
bedroom, playroom and 
bathroom, plus a roof terrace.

SurpriSe  
factor

Balancing old and new, warm colours 
and witty finds, tiffany and  

James’s home is a masterclass in 
contemporary, considered eclecticism
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stu dy a r e a
The desk is a new piece with a retro 
edge. ‘The drawers are lined with 
the same red leather as was used 
for the side tables,’ says Tiffany. ‘It’s 
a nice link that only I know about!’ 
Get the look This is the Onegin 
desk by Julian Chichester. The 
vintage desk chair is from Jensen 
& Ballantine. The articulated  
wall light is from Felix Lighting.

says a laughing Tiffany Duggan. ‘It keeps things interesting!’ 
Which is why, two years ago and with baby Jefferson on the way, 
she tracked down a new home for herself, husband James and 
son Finlay. ‘We were living in a tiny workman’s cottage,’ she says. 
‘It was the smallest place you could find that was still possible to 
call a house! We definitely needed more space.’

Well-proportioned rooms across three floors meant this 
Edwardian property in northwest London was the ideal size. In 
addition, it boasted period details and, thanks to the lopsided 
mix of five bedrooms and one bathroom, had ‘project’ stamped 
all over it. ‘We added two more bathrooms and went down to 
four bedrooms,’ says Tiffany. The house was also completely 
renovated, with a new kitchen and flooring installed. Once the 
structural work was complete, she could set about decorating.

Tiffany, an interior designer, felt the house was crying out 
for colour. ‘I knew I wanted inky walls throughout the entrance 
hall, staircase and landings,’ she says. Then, branching off this 
dark vein, are spaces painted with lush khakis, dusky pinks and 
mercurial greys. ‘It’s inspiring when rooms give you different 
things back as you walk through them,’ Tiffany says, ‘so long as 
it isn’t jarring or looks themed.’ The kitchen at the rear is lighter 
and brighter, but anchored by a noir splashback. ‘It links to the 
dark hall and I think every room needs a bit of black,’ she says. 

Moving from a home with shoebox proportions meant 
Tiffany also needed new furniture. ‘We kept a sofa, a bed and a 
few side tables,’ she says. ‘Everything else was the wrong scale.’ 
She chose a mix of classic design and vintage finds, punctuated 
by edgy, surprising pieces. ‘All the homes I design include a bit of 
old and new, some interesting patterns and textures and a touch 
of the unexpected,’ says Tiffany. ‘I also think there should be 
some humour in there too, however subtle.’

To see this idea realised, you only need step into Tiffany’s 
living room – a masterclass in her brand of eclecticism. Here, a 
sink-into Chesterfield and heavy linen curtains rub shoulders 
with unusual mirrored-glass side tables, cool photography, a fake 
banana plant and wonderfully wild lamps from Indonesia. ‘It’s 
the look I love, but probably more pronounced here, where I 
had free rein,’ she says. ‘I wouldn’t say it is any one style. It’s a 
carefully considered collection of things that make me happy.’

Despite her day job, Tiffany sometimes found working on 
her own home a challenge. ‘It was disconcerting not to have a 
brief,’ she says. ‘I’m usually working out what a client wants and 
making decisions for them, but here, I had to think hard about 
what we wanted.’ Designing a cosy, welcoming home was the 
priority. ‘My goal was to avoid passing fads and create a place we’d 
love for years,’ she says. Tiffany also made sure the house had 
defined zones to suit everyone’s needs. The boys, for example, 
have the top floor, ‘where they can draw on the blackboard, stick 
stickers on the walls and jump on the furniture!’ says Tiffany. 
The middle floor, meanwhile, contains a gorgeous master suite. 
‘It was a bit of a luxury to create this space,’ she says, ‘but life is 
so manic and this feels like a sanctuary.’ 

It took six months to transform the house and it’s fair to say 
it was Tiffany’s project. ‘James just left me to it,’ she says. Well, 
when your wife is a designer, you’ve been together since you were 
17 and you love her taste, why not? ‘He would come back during 
the day and go, “Ooh, this is nice!”’ she says. ‘He didn’t have a 
clue beforehand about what I was doing… Thank God he liked 
it.’ And how does Tiffany view her finished home? ‘We feel so 
lucky to live here – it feels so us,’ she says, smiling.
To see more of Tiffany’s interior design work, visit studioduggan.com

     ‘i always  
house hunt when  
    i’m pregnant!’

h a llway
One door in the hall leads down  
to the cellar, where a lot of ‘stuff’  
is stored, another to a built-in 
cupboard. ‘Good storage is an 
absolute must,’ says Tiffany.  
‘A peaceful environment for me  
has only the things that I love,  
or that are useful on display.’
Get the look The wall and staircase 
are painted in Basalt matt emulsion 
by Little Greene. Hanging near  
the door is the Taraxacum pendant 
by Achille Castiglioni for Flos. 
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Home 
TruTHs 
Favourite place for a springtime 
walk? Hampstead Heath.
Best holiday ever? Three blissful 
weeks in Antigua, before kids and 
marriage, about ten years ago.
If you weren’t an interior designer, 
you’d be… A struggling artist.
when you’re starving, you eat… 
Stilton, caramelised onion chutney 
and crackers.
heels or flats? Flats. I’m always 
running around on building sites, 
so flats are much more practical.  
night owl or up with the lark? Err, 
both, unfortunately!

din ing a r e a
‘The vintage chairs were once 
black, but I spray-painted them 
pink,’ says Tiffany. 
Get the look The walls are painted 
in Little Greene’s Ceviche matt 
emulsion. These are Gauzed wall 
lights from Rowen & Wren. The 
Changed Locations photo (of a 
garden in Park Palace, Florence) is 
from Krickelin Photo at Tictail. The 
flooring is from Cheville Parquet.

k itchen
‘I remember measuring this room 
when I first viewed the house,  
with the estate agent saying  
there wouldn’t be space for  
a table and an island,’ says Tiffany. 
‘Happy to prove him wrong…’ 
Get the look This is Mobalco 
cabinetry from Intervari. The Zellige 
splashback tiles are by Emery & 
Cie. This is the Molecular ceiling 
light from Rockett St George. 

‘i think our homes should  
be a true reflection of 
ourselves – it’s key to  

how comfortable we feel 
within them’
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m a ster en suite
Ribbed-glass Crittall doors 
separate the shower and WC from 
the basin, located in the bedroom. 
Get the look The bespoke basin 
was made with a Béton Ciré finish. 
The 19th-century French oeil-de-
boeuf (bull’s eye) zinc window 
mirror is from Anton & K. The walls 
and ceiling are painted in Felt IV flat 
emulsion by Paint & Paper Library. 

‘painting ceilings in the same 
shade as the walls gives rooms 

a cohesive, cocooning feel’
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boys’ bedroom
The wallpaper is inspired by the 
Martinique design produced 
during the Forties and famously 
used at The Beverly Hills Hotel.  
‘I didn’t want blue for a boys’ room 
and I love this print,’ says Tiffany. 
Get the look This is La Havane 
wallpaper by Nobilis. The bunk bed 
and bedding are from Loaf. The 
throw is from Anthropologie. 

m a ster bedroom
‘I’m not really a four-poster 
person!’ says Tiffany. ‘I like them,  
I just never imagined having one. 
But the room is quite big, so I felt it 
needed some height.’ She included 
a bath in here, to make space for 
lots of wardrobe space between 
this room and the adjoining en suite.
Get the look This is a custom-made 
Paramount canopy bed, available 
from Vielle and Frances in the US.  
The Seventies palm floor lamp  
was bought at auction. This is  
La Rochelle bateau bath from  
The Cast Iron Bath Company. 
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